
The aim is to give students the opportunity to identify the triggers and common characteristics repeated
throughout history, and discovering that, in the face of atrocious crimes, there are righteous people who have
acted to break the chain of evil, at the cost of their own lives.
The example set by the Righteous is a useful educational tool for taking a critical and informed look at current
society and the challenges of our time.

Educational program
Preventing hate crimes

WHO
High schools

MATERIALS
PC, website gariwo.net, sheets of paper, pens

WHERE
In classroom, in groups or as a whole class

PURPOSE

Identifying the origin of crimes against humanity

SUBJECTS COVERED
History, civic education, law, philosophy 

THE PROGRAM
1.Learn more about the concept of genocide
Divide the class into groups: each group read the Gariwo Genocides and Crimes Against Humanity
insight. Each group will focus on a specific genocide and analyse: 

the historical context;
the location;
the methods;
the mechanisms of hatred;
the motivations (official and unofficial);
the consequences;
the role of the Righteous;
the responsibility and position of governments;
the role of the press and public opinion.

With these guidelines, each group will prepare a table containing all the information for the case
chosen.

‘Genocide,’ as historian Norman Naimark explains, "is a constant in human history, accompanying us
from ancient times to the present day. Unfortunately, even today, the crime of genocide is still a looming
threat in our globalised world, as a result of overpopulation in many of the poorest areas of the planet,
where growing inequality fuels ethnic hatred and conflict. In recent years, there have been reports of real
risks of genocide against various minorities in the Middle East and Africa." 

https://en.gariwo.net/education/insights/genocide-and-crimes-against-humanity-7826.html


Henry Morgenthau
The US Ambassador who

helped the Armenians.

Ilham Tohti
Known as “China's

Mandela”, he was sentenced
to life imprisonment for
defending Uighur rights.

Dimitar Peshev
He rescued 48,000 Bulgarian
Jews from deportation.

2. Discover the stories of the Righteous
Gariwo's cultural and educational response is to promote the figures of the Righteous against
all genocides through the dissemination of a culture of human rights, education, cooperation
and tolerance. Below there are some stories of Righteous men and women who, in different
ways, took action in a context of genocide. On our website, you can find books, articles and
films to learn more about each figure.

Raphael Lemkin
The great jurist who coined the word “genocide”

Evgenija Solomonovna
Ginzburg 
Witness to the whirlwind of
the Gulag.

Godelieve Mukasarasi 
Despite her family was killed,
she collaborated in Akayesu
trial, contributing to the
world’s first conviction for
genocide.

Claire Ly
the Cambodian genocide

testimony in Back from
Hell.

https://en.gariwo.net/righteous/righteous-for-remembrance/raphael-lemkin-7596.html
https://en.gariwo.net/righteous/cambodian-genocide/claire-ly-12684.html
https://en.gariwo.net/righteous/shoah-and-nazism/dimitar-peshev-7506.html
https://en.gariwo.net/righteous/uyghurs/ilham-tohti-24065.html
https://en.gariwo.net/righteous/soviet-totalitarianism/evgenija-solomonovna-ginzburg-24439.html
https://en.gariwo.net/righteous/rwandan-genocide/godelieve-mukasarasi-23940.html
https://en.gariwo.net/righteous/armenian-genocide/henry-morgenthau-7520.html
https://en.gariwo.net/righteous/armenian-genocide/henry-morgenthau-7520.html
https://en.gariwo.net/righteous/uyghurs/ilham-tohti-24065.html
https://en.gariwo.net/righteous/shoah-and-nazism/dimitar-peshev-7506.html
https://en.gariwo.net/righteous/righteous-for-remembrance/raphael-lemkin-7596.html
https://en.gariwo.net/righteous/righteous-for-remembrance/raphael-lemkin-7596.html
https://en.gariwo.net/righteous/soviet-totalitarianism/evgenija-solomonovna-ginzburg-24439.html
https://en.gariwo.net/righteous/soviet-totalitarianism/evgenija-solomonovna-ginzburg-24439.html
https://en.gariwo.net/righteous/soviet-totalitarianism/evgenija-solomonovna-ginzburg-24439.html
https://en.gariwo.net/righteous/rwandan-genocide/godelieve-mukasarasi-23940.html
https://en.gariwo.net/righteous/rwandan-genocide/godelieve-mukasarasi-23940.html
https://en.gariwo.net/righteous/cambodian-genocide/claire-ly-12684.html


3. Understanding
Each group presents its analysis of the genocide, focusing on the similarities and differences
between them. In light of these considerations, students can identify the elements that all
genocides have in common, focusing on how we can act responsibly to prevent them in the
present and in the future.

Here are some questions to start with:
The tragic events that marked the 20th century made international intervention necessary:
what does the Universal Declaration of Human Rights establish?

The concept of “human race” has been used as a pretext for the systematic extermination
of a population. Violence has been directed at a group of people, not because of what they
have done, but because of who they are. Is it really possible to talk about the human race?

The establishment of special courts to convict those guilty of genocide has been extremely
important, but perhaps it would be even more important to prevent these atrocities. Why is
it important to adopt a preventive approach? How it could be done?

Do you think that there is still a tendency to blame foreigners (or those who are “different”)
for problems in your community? Have you ever seen or heard this happening? Do you
think that it can increase hatred to the point of creating truly dangerous situations? Why?
How can this phenomenon be curbed?

Let us be inspired by Righteous: what can we do to make a difference? 

4. Establish a Class Committee 
Now, students can create a class committee, hold a general assembly modelled on that of the
United Nations in 1948, and draw up a convention to combat hatred in your class or
community.

Share with us your experience: 
send an e-mail to

 educazione@gariwo.net 


